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Repairs
 We have been given no dates yet for the repair work for which funding by the PC has been agreed. This means that none of the issues reported in the March RoW report have yet been dealt with. The following are additional problems:
1. Broken stile on WN19/85 (just off Woolston Road) where it joins 19/84 and 19/86. This has been reported on the Roam website and added to the list for the contractor to repair. 
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2. Inadequate footpath WN19/54 at North Town. 
In response to an email from Becky concerning insulated crossing points on temporary fences, Ms Seager requested: 
May I ask that, a plea is put out to those walking on any farmland that they stay on the footpaths – we currently have a number of fields with grass and barley crops in them that have numerous tracks across them where there is no footpath.
Obviously this depends on the farmer leaving sufficient width of footpath.  This is not the case on WN19/54 at North Town where the field has been ploughed very close to the edge.  At some points the path just falls away. In addition, what they have left is completely covered with nettles; once these grow it will be impossible to walk along it, especially with children.
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This land is owned by The Newt and farmed by a tenant farmer. PPLO contacted Ms Seager about this and in reply was told that the tenant farmer had been notified. 

3. Bridges
 Some news on 2 bridges on footpaths on Montgomery land that have been closed for some time.
An email from Rachel Pearce,Senior Rights of Way Officer – Bridges, dated 7 April states:
Martin is providing the specification to Eve for replacing the timber on bridge 2745 on WN 19/95.  This will enable most of the paths to be re-opened. 
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The final bridge, 2849 on WN 19/72, will have to remain closed as it requires a diversion to place it in a more suitable location.  Martin Harris will be leading on this project and he will be working with the landowner and Vicky Taylor, our Diversions Officer.
This bridge crosses the Cam just before the hangar between the large fields that border the Sewage Works.
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[I have copied Rachel’s full email below in which she explains that new staff have been taken on but they seem to be facing an uphill task.]
4. Bridleway Wn19/105
Although the bollards were installed months ago, no work has been undertaken to restore the surface of this bridleway which had been unusable for over 3 years.  I have asked PPLO to see if there is any news on this. Last year Katherine Vaughan, then Parish Councillor with responsibility for rights of Way, asked whether the delay was linked to the Clare Field planning application and was told this was not the case, so it would be interesting to know why nothing has been done.   
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Email from Rachel Pearce to Susan Fone, PPLO
Subject: RE: WN 19/72 & 19/95
		Rachel Pearce (Rights of Way) <RPearce@somerset.gov.uk>
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		to Susan Fone, Eve Wynn, Rebecca Carter, Martin Harris[image: ]




	


Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately not much has changed from Martin’s update on the 15th March 2022 (attached for your records).  This email highlighted that four of the bridges will be dealt with by Eve Wynn, the Area Warden, who is copied into this email as well.  The reason for this is that the bridges are smaller timber structures (2740 on WN 27/8, 2743 on WN 19/95 and 2851 on WN 27/32) and in addition Martin is providing the specification to Eve for replacing the timber on bridge 2745 on WN 19/95.  This will enable most of the paths to be re-opened.  Eve please could you update Susan regarding this part of the works? 
The final bridge ,2849 on WN 19/72, will have to remain closed as it requires a diversion to place it in a more suitable location.  Martin Harris will be leading on this project and he will be working with the landowner and Vicky Taylor, our Diversions Officer. 
It is useful to highlight that unfortunately the pandemic has seen a rise in the numbers of issues reported across the County and as a Service we are all working hard to resolve these.  As Martin’s email explained there is a large number of outstanding works sitting with the Bridge Team and the County Council have addressed this by the addition of more staff to work on projects.  These staff, Martin being one of them, are in post and working on projects but you will appreciate that they are still relatively new in post and the pandemic has had far wider implications than expected with material shortages and our limited number of suitable contractors in high demand.  For information tissues that sit with the Rights of Way Bridge Team are planned and prioritised by the risk to the public, path category and finally the date that they were reported.  There are currently over 100 bridges on this programme and bridge 2849 is number 32 on the list.  We are currently only able to push forward a limited number of projects each year so as Martin highlighted unfortunately we are not able to give timescales on the completion of this project.
 
Whilst this is frustrating for the public I hope that this email highlights that the projects are in hand and will be dealt with as soon as we are able to.
 
Kind Regards
Rachel
 
 
Rachel Pearce Senior Rights of Way Officer – Bridges
 Rights of Way
Highways Group
Economic & Community Infrastructure
Somerset County Council
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